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sent with a party to Lake Ontario to build a hiq for service
against the British on inland waters. He visited Ni.ipara,
served for a time on Like Ch;tmp!;iin. ami in t&x) was
ordered back to the ocean. In the natnia! wder of events he
would have fought in the War of 1812, but having }>cen
married in 1811 to Susan Augusta I VLtneey, he fcsiijwd his
commission, gave up all hope of a naval career, and Ivgsm
the quiet life of a country proprietor.

During the nine years that followed there is no evidence
that Cooper ever thought of authorship, even as an amuse-
ment, much less as a profession, Kxccpt for thiee years ut
Cooperstown, where he stood more or less as heir to the
manor, he lived in his wife's native county of \\Ystchcster.
He inherited a substantial fortune from his father, though
much of this was wasted by the cider brothers brfou* the
estate could be divided. James Cooper owned the chief share
in a whaler which made profitable voyages, am! he seems to
have engaged in other shipping ventures, But for the most
part Cooper's life was like that of many contemporary Mjnires.
Westchester had been favored by the gentry in cttiuttiat days
and still cherished aristocratic traditions, Here Coo]x*r was
further confirmed in his theological opinions, which were
orthodox and grew steadily stronger, not to s;iy more intol-
erant; in his political doctrines, by which he txriongcd with
few reservations to the idealistic, irascible, downright* and
class-conscious older democracy which had achieved the Revo-
lution; and in his social prejudices, which were what might
have been expected from a man of his theology and politics.
He took a propertied governing class for granted, the sub-
ordination of the lower orders, and clear-cut caste distinctions.
Rank, according to his opinions, naturally demanded of the
men who possessed it a proper dignity, magnanimity, cour-
age, knowledge, public service, and chivalry toward women;
women of rank he expected to be less positive but to unite to
domestic competence and loyalty a certain elaborate yet timid